
 

 

KNS Phoneme Chart 
 

Vowels 

a A I I U U 

అ ఆ ఇ ఈ ఉ ఊ 

e E Ai o O au 

ఎ ఏ ఐ  ఒ ఓ 

 

Consonants 
 

k Kh g Gh - 

క ఖ గ ఘ ఙ 

c Ch j Jh - 

చ ఛ జ ఝ ఞ 

T Th D Dh N 

ట  ఠ డ ఢ ణ  

t th d Dh n 

త థ ద ధ న 

p ph b Bh m 

 ప ఫ బ భ 

y r l W s` 

మ య ఱ ళ ఴ 

S s H L R` 

వ శ ష ల ర  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

KNS Notation for Telugu Phonemes 
 

  

Defining the phone set of the language and incorporation of letter to sound rules 

are the two steps that are required to find the sounds in a language. Many researchers 

used either WX, IT3 or Roman transliteration scheme for phonetization.  These 

transliteration schemes have drawbacks like  
 

i) more than one notation for representing the same sound. For example, we 

may use either 'aa' or 'A' for representing long form of 'a' 

ii) Not easily predictable notation like w for ‘t’ and ‘x’ for ‘d’ 

The text transcribed using these notations cannot be straight forward. We cannot read it 

so easily. 

  With an aim to overcome such drawbacks and confusions and also to consider all 

possible allophonic variations and to include letter to sound rules we have finalized 

Telugu phoneme set.  We have considered popular literature and websites  to finalize our 

ideas. Since Indian languages have more than 26 letters, we also need to use capitals and 

two character   codes at times.    We  can't   code  t,th,d,dh,T,Th,D,Dh etc. otherwise.  All 

high mid vowels have corresponding lowered vowels as allophones when followed by 

low /a,A/ vowels .  These are represented as   the vowel followed by [\~].   The table 

summarizes all the information about each phoneme at one place. It can be used as a 

ready reference for any kind of information about a phoneme. . It is published under 

Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Unported License. We have identified 10 

vowels, 2 diphthongs and 33 consonants.  Some phonemes like ఙ, ఞ are not being used. 

We can say they are losing phonemic status. So we did not consider them. We may say 

that the overall pattern of the 45 phonemes broadly represents   standard Telugu  

language.  
 

Our   phonetic transcription notation: 
 

We have used minimal special symbols in showing allophones. The special smbols are 

carefully chosen so that they do not clash with normal punctuation marks. Our notation 

consists of basic lower case/upper case alphabets plus carrot (\^), tilde (\~), and back-

quote(\`). Maximum  length  of a symbol:  3  bytes. All together we have 71 phones.   We 

have also finalized the rules of allophonic variations.   
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The following examples highlight the readability of our notation: 

 
 

Telugu Word WX Notation KNS Notation 

దలభు (group) x-a-lY-m-u d-a-L-a-m-u 

తొఱుత (at first) w-ov-l-u-w-a t-o-l-u-t-a 

ఉద్య ోగభు (job) u-x-y-o-g-a-m-u u-d-y-o-g-a-m-u 

అతిధి (guest) a-w-i-X-i a-t-i-dh-i 

ఐదు (five) E-w-u ai-d-u 
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